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IEP Form, Part V  Assessment Data 
 

1. Can you provide more information regarding formative and summative assessments? 
Summative assessments are assessments of learning that has already occurred (end of 
course exams, ACT PLAN, ACT EXPLORE, WESTEST, APTA, final exams). Formative 
assessments are assessments for learning:  assessments during the learning process 
used to provide constructive feedback to the student and to adjust instruction to ensure 
student progress (teacher classroom assessments, progress monitoring, DIBELS and 
AIMSweb, depending on use).  
 

2. What are some additional examples of formative assessments at the high school 
level? 
Formative assessments help the student and teacher determine the student’s progress 
toward standards and occur during learning.  Formative assessments are not always 
paper-pencil and are often conversational. Examples might include: pretests before 
beginning a new unit/section, revising, reflections, conferencing, self-assessments, 
completion of daily assignments, performance tasks and observations. Formative 
assessments provide constructive feedback on progress to the student and assist the 
teacher in adjusting daily instruction and providing a positive learning environment.  A 
good resource is Classroom Assessment for Learning:  Doing it Right-Using it Well from 
ETS.  
 

3. Why do we need to document in this section if no formative assessments have been 
administered?  What specific information is needed in the formative assessment data 
section?  Give an example for a student taking APTA.  Give an example for a high 
school student who is MI and included in core classes whose major deficit area is 
overall cognitive functioning.   
A formative assessment may be either formal or informal.  It is part of daily instruction 
in which teachers and service providers check the student’s understanding of, or 
progress toward, what is being taught through informal tests, observation of 
performance, questioning or evaluation of student products.  This information is 
developed and shared with the student.  It is unlikely that no formative assessment is 
occurring.  Most teachers and service providers use a variety of formative assessments 
throughout the year.  Additionally, teachers may be administering benchmark 
(summative) assessments, which often may be periodic assessments of a more formal 
nature used to track student progress.  These may be described in the Benchmark and 
Formative Assessment section.  Many pre-k through second grade students are given 
benchmark assessments.   
It is conceivable that benchmark or formative data may not be available for a student 
who has never been in school, for example, a child newly identified through a district’s 
child find screening process.  In that case, make note of this in Part IV.  For a student 
with significant cognitive impairment, an example would be taking data and graphing 
the student’s daily performance on a skill being taught.  The results and progress would 
be described in this section of the IEP.  For a high school student, see question 10.   
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4. If a student is speech only, working on a sound, for example, can the summative 

assessment boxes be labeled NA for that student? 
It depends on the age of the student.  If summative assessment data are available, it 
should be entered. WV MAPS may provide additional information regarding student 
progress. 

 
 


